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GVSU Graduates Successful in Finding Employment
Surveys show that 84 percent of recent
graduates found employment after graduation
and 77 percent of those alumni found jobs
related to their fields of study.
According to Tom Seykora, GVSU director
of placement and cooperative education, the
figures are compiled from a survey of students
who graduated in December 1988, April
1989, and August 1989. Of the 1,210
alumni, 80 percent, or 968, responded to the
survey.
Seykora said the survey is a good sign for
students.
"The more students finding jobs directly
related to their fields of study the better," he
said. "Major-related jobs have ramifications
for students all through their lives, because
the jobs they get 'out the door' can reflect on
how their whole careers progress, in terms
of dollars and cents and in every other way."
The high number of graduates finding
major-related positions reflects well on the
university, too.
"An institution that places students in jobs
appropriate to their education will enhance its
image, and in turn attract more students,"
Seykora said.
Seykora said 814 of the 968 respondents
Of those that were
were employed.
employed, 742 found employment directly
related to their majors.
Fifty-eight of the respondents were
unemployed, 37 were doing something of their
own choice (military service, homemaking,
etc.), and 60 alumni were in graduate school.
Of the 295 graduates from the Seidman
School of Business, 236 responded to the
survey. The business school includes majors
such as accounting, finance, and taxation.
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Approximately 83 percent of the graduates
found employment directly related to their
fields of study, while another five percent
have jobs unrelated to their majors.
The arts and humanities division, which
includes majors such as advertising/public
relations, broadcasting and theater, had 157
graduates with 78 percent (122 alumni)
responding to the survey. Seventy-two are
employed in fields related to their majors and
22 graduates have jobs unrelated to their
majors.
In the social sciences division, which
includes majors such as criminal justice,
anthropology and general education, 300 of
the 388 graduates replied to the survey.
Eighty-three percent of the alumni are
employed, and of these 251, 229 have found
jobs related to their majors.
The science and math division had 370
graduates, 312 of whom responded to the
survey. Eighty-four percent have found
employment, with 79 percent finding jobs
relating to their majors. This division
includes biology, computer science and
industrial technology majors.

Students choosing majors in 1989 are
following the general pattern of these alumni
in choosing their majors, which indicates that
future graduates also may be successful in
their search for employment.
For example, students choosing majors in
GVSU's Seidman School of Business have
remained at 25 percent over the past four
years. In 1985, 1,198 GVSU students
declared business as their major; in 1989,
1,583 chose to pursue business-related studies.
In the arts and humanities division there
has been an increase from 14 percent to 18
percent. In 1985, 654 students declared
majors in the arts and humanities field and in
1989, 1,132 chose majors in the field.
Majors in the social science field rose from
18 percent to 22 percent. In 1985, there were
869 students who pursued in social science
studies and in 1989 there were 1,409.
There was a drop in freshmen declaring
majors in the science and mathematics

division, from 43 percent in 1985 to 35
percent in 1989.
Out of the total number of registered
undergraduate students in 1985 (5,624), 4,776
declared majors in 1985. In 1989, 6,325 of

8,162 undergraduate students signed up for
specific majors.

Sixth Annual
Science Olympiad
At GVSU March 24
Students from more than 70 area schools
will get a chance to expand their knowledge
of science and math at the Sixth Annual
Science Olympiad Tournament at Grand
Valley State University on March 24.
According to Mary Ann Sheline, tournament
director, the events are designed to better
prepare today's student to enter an increasingly advanced technological age.
"GVSU hosts the event to create some
excitement and interest in science and
mathematics," said Sheline, GVSU math and
science instructor. "Many students who have
not had the opportunity to compete in athletic
events are given the chance to compete in this
academic setting."
Each participating school may send a team
of up to 15 students to compete in various
events designed to emphasize a broad range
of scientific knowledge.
Patrick Thorpe, assistant professor of
biology, will be working at the bio-process
lab event for his second year. The students
analyze laboratory processes while conducting
sample experiments.
"It is almost like solving a puzzle," Thorpe
said. "It's really fun for the students , and I
enjoy it too."
Other events include a balloon race, in
which students attach weights to balloons and
race them to the ceiling; and a bridge building
competition, in which students try to build the
lightest bridge for a standard load.
The event has been the largest regional
competition in the country for four consecutive years. It is run by more than 300
volunteers including students and faculty from
GVSU, parents and teachers from participating schools, and people from the community
and industry.
Awards are given to individuals taking first
through fifth places and teams placing first
through seventh. Winners will then compete
at the state level on April 28.
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Across Campus
Business/Graduate Library Building
Plans Being Reviewed by State
The program statement for the proposed
School of Business and Graduate Library
building has been completed and is currently
being reviewed by the Michigan Department
of Management and Budget (DMB). This is
one of the first steps in the state capital outlay
process. Once the program statement is
approved by the DMB, the selection of the
architect will begin.

Lanthorn Faculty Advisor
Applications Due March 23
Applications for the position of faculty
advisor to the Lanthorn are being accepted by
Student Activities. Compensation for the oneyear appointment is $3,000.
Interested candidates can get job descriptions and applications from Bob Stoll, director
of Student Activities. Applications, letters
of interest and resumes must be submitted to
Stoll by March 23. For more information,
contact Stoll at ext. 3295 .

Washington, D.C. Alumni
Reception Held
More than 40 Grand Valley State alumni
attended a February 21 reception in Washington, D.C. Alumni Director Nancee Miller,
who organized the event, represented the
university along with Jean Enright, executive
assistant to the president.

Assistant Bookstore Manager
Appointed
Craig Thelen has been appointed as
assistant bookstore manager and will be
responsible for textbook sales for all classes
at the Eberhard Center and off-site locations.
In addition to bookstore responsibilities of
inventory control, budgeting, cashier reports,
sales forecasting and merchandising, he will
be involved with student records, tuition
payments, and answering students' questions.

Academic Honors Banquet Held
The annual banquet honoring students who
earned a 3.5 GPA or better for fall term was
held February 1. More than 90 of the 169
on-campus students who earned a 3.5 or better
GP A in the fall term attended the banquet,
which was sponsored by the Academic
Committee to promote academic excellence.
President Arend D. Lubbers and Bart Merkle,

dean of students, presented each honoree with
a certificate.

Greenfield Village Family Discount
Cards Available
All Grand Valley State University
employees are eligible to receive family
discount cards for the Henry Ford Museum
and Greenfield Village. The cards will save
employees 20 percent on admissions and can
be picked up at the Human Resources Office
in Au Sable Hall.
The museum and village has several special
events this summer, including new exhibits,
special weekends, and an antique show.

GVSU Women's Basketball Update
Grand Valley State's women's basketball
team competed in the Great Lakes Regional
Tournament March 9-10. They lost to St.
Joseph in the opening round, 83-72. The
Lakers won all 12 home games and their
finishing record was 22-6.

Grand Valley Walking Club
Organized
The Grand Valley Walking Club is a new
organization to help students, faculty and staff
achieve their health goals. As a support group
and resource center, this club can help
establish walking programs and other projects
and allow you to meet new people. For more
information, call Scott Peterson at ext. 7169.

Salary Information Available
The 1989-90 faculty and staff salary
information booklet is now on reserve in the
library. The information includes employee
names, titles, departments, 1988-89 and 198990 salaries, gross salaries paid in 1988 and
1989, and other demographic information.
Interested persons may also review the
information in the Human Resources Office
or purchase their own copy for $4 from
Human Resources.

Coming Events
Cancer Specials Air
On WGVU/WGVK-TV March 19
"Living with Cancer" is the theme for an
evening of programming from
WGVU/WGVK-TV, channels 35 and 52, on
March 19 from 8 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.
Five half-hour pre-produced programs will
alternate with four live segments from the
public television's Eberhard Center studios.
Hosted by WGVU-FM Program Manager
Scott Hanley, the live segments will feature
health care professionals from around west
Michigan who will answer questions during
the evening.
Phones will be staffed by cancer survivors
and former cancer patients who will take
questions for the panel and be available to talk
with viewers who may be struggling with
cancer right now. The numbers to call are
774-8300 or 1-800-442-2771.
Program segments include: Cancer: Finding
Help and Hope; Living with Cancer: The
Windstorms of Life; Family Portraits: Coping
with Childhood Cancer; Breast Cancer; and
Prostate Cancer: What Every Man Should
Know.

The pre-produced programs will be
repeated on March 20. Other cancer-related
shows will be aired the last two weeks of
March. For more information, consult the
Showplace public television guide.

GVSU Wellness Weeks'
Fun Run/Walk March 20
Wellness Weeks activities begin with a
two-mile fun run/walk Tuesday, March 20 at
4 p.m. at the Field House. T-shirts will be
given to the first 200 people who register by
calling Campus Recreation at ext. 3662.
Wellness Weeks run through April 13.
Other activities include a blood drive and
"Well-Fare" day on April 4 and an aerobic
challenge on April 11. Computerized stress
testing is available by calling the Counseling
Center at ext. 3266.

Student Art Show Opens March 22
GVSU's 1990 Student Art Show will be
held in the Calder Gallery from March 22 to
April 6.
Continued on page 3
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Coming Events
Continued from page 2
This year's exhibition will reflect a
different approach from past shows. Work
done in all classes of both the art and design
department and the School of Communication's visual programs will be presented.
Faculty members will select work that is
representative of the breadth and depth of the
university's programs.
"Our aim is to more accurately portray the
goals set by structuring our curricula and
processes to develop high-functioning artists,
designers and communicators," said Daleene
Menning, associate professor of art and design
and a member of the gallery advisory
committee. "We think the abundance of
outstanding work produced by our students
will speak for itself."
A public reception and awards ceremony
will be conducted April 1 from 2 to 5 p.m .
Gallery hours are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.
Thursday hours are from 10 a.m. to 7 p .m.
For more information, call ext. 3486.

Alumni Art Auction
To be Held March 24
The second annual alumni art auction will
be held Saturday, March 24, at the Eberhard
Center. Doors open at 6 p.m. with the
auction starting at 7:30 p.m.
Approximately 300 pieces of framed art
from the Genesis Galleries of Marietta,
Georgia, will be presented for bid. Prices
range from $35 to more than $5,000.
Seventy-five specially selected pieces will be
available in a silent auction.
Faculty, staff and students are invited along
with the general public. Proceeds will go
toward the Alumni Endowed Scholarship.
Last year's art auction netted $6,000.
Tickets are $6 per person and include
desserts, punch, and gourmet coffees. For
ticket information, contact the Alumni Office
at ext. 3595.

Brown University Professor
To Lecture at GVSU March 26
Award-winning critic Robert Scholes,
professor of English and director of semiotic
studies at Brown University in Providence,
Rhode Island , will be the featured speaker for
Grand Valley State's Synoptic Lecture on
March 26.

Scholes will speak on "Reading, Writing,
Living" at 3 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong
Theatre, with a question/answer session
following the lecture in cabins A, B and C of
the Kirkhof Center.
Scholes has written several books and
articles on writing and reading, and the

March 26 lecture will focus on his most recent
book, Protocols ofReading. He is a graduate
of Yale University and received his M.A. and
Ph.D. from Cornell University.
The lecture is free and faculty, staff and
students are invited.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Irving Berkowitz, director of the School
of Social Work, addressed the National
Association of Deans and Directors of Schools
of Social Work in Reno from March 2-6. He
spoke on the accreditation standard regarding
"Autonomy of the School of Social Work
within the University Structure." He also
moderated a panel presentation and led a
national group meeting on "Advanced Social
Work Education and Practice in the Generalist
Perspective" at the annual program meeting
of the Council on Social Work Education in
Reno.
Fred Bevis, associate professor of natural
resources management, has been appointed
to a three-year term on the Ottawa County
Planning Commission.
Alverna Champion, assistantprofessorof
mathematics and computer science, was a
guest at the annual meeting of EQUALS site
directors of the Lawrence Hall of Science at
the University of California-Berkley March
5-10. EQUALS is an organization concerned
with issues of gender, race and economics as
they relate to science and mathematics.
Mark Luttenton, professor of biology,
presented a lecture titled "The Great Lakes
Past and Present" at the December meeting
of the Holland Chapter of the Audubon
Society.
Faite Mack, professor of education, and
Brenda Lazarus, associate professor of
education, presented a paper titled "The Effect
of Choice of Early Intervention in Preventing
Later Categorical Special Education Referral
and Placement: Preliminary Results" at the
annual meeting of the Michigan Council for
Exceptional Children held March 8 in Grand
Rapids.
Reza Marvdashti, visiting assistant
professor of biology, is collaborating with a

Michigan State University zoology professor
on processes regulating development and cell
division in the amoeba Dictiostyllium.
Howard Stein, professor of biology,
presented a paperon "Pollination" to the west
Michigan section of the Michigan Botanical
Club on January 13.
Ronald Ward, directorofGVSU's Water
Resources Institute, gave a presentation at the
Kent County Donor's Forum on March 14.
He discussed "Environmental Issues: What
Can We do and How do We Decide in Grand
Rapids?" He also gave a presentation on the
Grand River Improvement Project at Spring
Lake Community Education on March 15.
Wynn Wikman, graphic designer for
WGVU/WGVK-TV, received an honorable
mention award for his mixed media sculpture
"Guns" on March 11. The piece is on display
in the West Michigan Regional Art Show at
the Muskegon Museum of Art through
April 26.

Oak Room Menu 3/19-3/23/90
Monday: Meatloaf, whipped
potatoes, mexican corn,
chicken salad shell,
broccoli/cheese soup.
Tuesday: Stuffed chicken
leg, Italian green beans,
original club sandw.,
vegetable beef soup.
Wednesday: Beef stir fry,
fried rice, carrots, chef
salad, chicken rice soup.
Thursday: Italian Lasagna,
broccoli spears, garden
club, pea soup.
Friday: Cod Almondine,
fried vermicelli,
California blend, trio
salad plate, clam chowder.
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Calendar of Events
Monday, March 19
Noon-1 p.m.: Lunchbreak features the American Classic Trombone Quartet in the
Louis Armstrong Theatre in the Calder Fine Arts Center on the GVSU Allendale
campus. For more information on free Lunchbreak series performances, call
ext. 3484.
7:30 p.m.: Foreign policy seminar, "Nicaragua and El Salvador: War or Peace in
Central America?" Co-sponsored by GVSU and World Affairs Council. Ford
Museum, Grand Rapids. For more information, call 459-8281, ext. 5431.
8 p.m.: WGVU/WGVK-TV presents "Living with Cancer," an evening of local and
pre-produced programming on cancer issues.
Tuesday, March 20
Noon-1 p.m.: Lunchbreak features an exciting performance of 20th Century piano
literature by pianist Robert Conway, at the Louis Armstrong Theatre in the Calder
Fine Arts Center.
4 p.m.: A two-mile fun run/walk, held at the Field House as part of GVSU Wellness
Weeks. To register, call ext. 3662.
Thursday, March 22
9 p.m.: Nite Club Series presents comedian Charles Zucker in the Promenade,
Kirkhof Center. Faculty, staff, and students are invited to the free show.
March 22 - April 6
Calder Gallery features a mixed media showing of works by GVSU students. For
more information, call ext. 3486.
Thursday-Saturday, March 22-24, Thursday, March 29, and Saturday, March 31
GVSU Theatre Department presents "America Hurrah" by Pulitzer Prize winner JeanClaude van Itallie in the Louis Armstrong Theatre on the GVSU Allendale campus.
The off-Broadway comedy takes a humorous, cynical look at contemporary
America. Shows begin at 8 p.m. and general admission is $5 (students $3, senior
citizens and the handicapped, $2). For more information, call ext. 3668.
Friday, March 23
3:30 p.m.: Men's track. Alma and Aquinas at GVSU.
7 p.m.: Poet, recording artist and lecturer Nikki Giovanni will be the featured artist
at the L.V. Eberhard Center. For more information, call ext. 3441.
Saturday, March 24
8 a.m .-5:15 p.m.: GVSU hosts the Science Olympiad. Teams ofup to 15 7th - 12th
grade students from area schools are invited to compete. The purpose of the
competition is to foster an interest in science and mathematics among secondary
school students. For more information, call Mary Ann Sheline at ext. 2265 . The
Olympiad will be held at the Field House.
7:30 p.m.: The second annual alumni art auction, held at the L.V. Eberhard Center.
Approximately 300 art pieces will be auctioned. Tickets are $6. Doors open at
6 p.m. for previews. For ticket information, call Alumni Relations at ext. 3595.
Sunday, March 25
10:30 a.m .: Dialogue worship. Portside Room, Kirkhof Center.
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass. 132 Lake Huron Hall.
Monday, March 26
3 p.m.: Award-winning critic and Brown University Professor Robert Scholes will
present a free lecture on "Reading, Writing, Living" in the Louis Armstrong
Theatre.
7:30 p.m.: Foreign policy seminar, "Vietnam, Cambodia, and the U.S.: Return
Engagement?" Co-sponsored by GVSU and World Affairs Council. Ford Museum,
Grand Rapids. For more information, call 459-8281, ext. 5431.

